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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Founded
• 1536: John Calvin writes 

Institutes of the Christian 
Religion.

• 1643–1649: Westminster 
Standards define Presbyterian 
doctrine.

• 1789: Presbyterian Church 
(USA) first organized. John Calvin
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Adherents
• 40–50 million worldwide
• 2 million USA

Presbyterian



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Scripture
• Historic view: 
• Scripture is inspired and infallible, 

the sole, final rule of faith.
• The Presbyterian Church USA 

(PCUSA): 
• Scripture is “the witness without 

parallel” to Christ, but in merely 
human words reflecting beliefs of 
the time. 

• The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted.



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

The Church
• Congregations choose elders to 

govern them. 
• Regional groups of elders 

(presbyteries) meet in 
denomination-wide General 
Assemblies.



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Sacraments
• Baptism is not necessary for 

salvation but is a sign of the new 
covenant of grace, for adults and 
infants. 

• Jesus’ body and blood are 
spiritually present to believers in 
the Lord’s Supper.



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Beliefs and Practices
• Conservatives affirm the five 

points of Calvinism: 
1. Humans are so sinful that they 

cannot initiate return to God.
2. God chooses who will be saved. 
3. Christ died specifically to save 

those whom God chose. 
4. God infallibly draws to Christ those 

whom he chooses. 
5. They will never fall away.





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

Divisions and Trends
• The Presbyterian Church (USA), or 

PCUSA, is the mainline church. 
• The Presbyterian Church in 

America (PCA) is the largest 
doctrinally conservative church 
body.
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METHODIST CHURCHES

Founded
• 1738: Conversion of John and 

Charles Wesley—already devout 
Anglican ministers—sparks the 
Great Awakening. 

• 1784: USA Methodists form 
separate church body.

John Wesley

Charles Wesley
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METHODIST CHURCHES

Adherents
• 61–80 million worldwide
• 11 million USA



METHODIST CHURCHES

Scripture
• Historical view: 
• Scripture is inspired and infallible, the 

sole, final rule of faith.

• United Methodist Church: 
• Scripture is “the primary source and 

criterion for Christian doctrine,” but (for 
most) not infallible. 

• The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted.



METHODIST CHURCHES

Sacraments
• Baptism is a sign of 

regeneration and of the new 
covenant and is for adults and 
children. 

• Jesus is really present, and his 
body and blood are spiritually 
present, to believers in the 
Lord’s Supper.



METHODIST CHURCHES

Other Beliefs and Practices
• “Entire sanctification” is a work of the Spirit 

subsequent to regeneration by which fully 
consecrated believers are purified of all sin and fit 
for service—a state maintained by faith and 
obedience.

• Methodists are Arminian, that is, they disagree 
with all five points of Calvinism. 



Key Term

ARMINIAN
(1) In the theological tradition of Jacob Arminius 

(1560–1609), a theologian in early Dutch 
Calvinism who broke with the Calvinist 
mainstream on matters pertaining to 
predestination. 

(2) Somewhat loosely, any Protestant who rejects 
the Calvinist view of predestination and 
related doctrines (especially most Anglicans, 
Methodists, Churches of Christ, and 
Pentecostals).



ANABAPTIST CHURCHES

Founded
• 1525: Protestants in Zurich 

begin believer’s baptism.
• 1537: Menno Simons begins 

leading Mennonite 
movement.

• 1682: A Quaker, William 
Penn, founds Pennsylvania. Menno Simons
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ANABAPTIST CHURCHES

Adherents
• 2 million worldwide
• 500,000 USA

Mennonites pray in New York City near the 
World Trade Center site (Sept. 11, 2014)
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ANABAPTIST CHURCHES

Scripture
• Most view Scripture as the inspired means for 

knowing and following Jesus, but not as infallible. 
• Jesus is the living Word. Scripture is the written 

Word that points to him. 
• The standard Protestant canon is accepted. 
• How believers live is emphasized over having 

correct doctrine.



ANABAPTIST CHURCHES

Sacraments
• Baptism is for believers only, a 

sign of commitment to follow 
Jesus. 

• The Lord’s Supper is a 
memorial of his death. 

• Most Quakers view 
sacraments as spiritual only, 
not external rites.



ANABAPTIST CHURCHES

Divisions and Trends
• The Mennonite Church and 

Church of the Brethren are the 
largest bodies.

• The Amish (1693) are a variety 
of Mennonites. 

• Quakers (Friends) originated 
separately but share much in 
common with Anabaptists.
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

Founded
• 1607: Members of a house 

church in England, illegal at 
that time, are forced into 
exile.

• 1620: Congregationalists 
called Pilgrims sail on the 
Mayflower to Plymouth (now 
in Massachusetts).
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

Adherents
• 2.5 million worldwide
• 1 million USA



CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

Scripture
• Most view Scripture as “the authoritative witness to 

the Word of God” that was living in Jesus, rather 
than viewing Scripture as the unerring Word of God. 

• The Bible and creeds are seen as “testimonies of 
faith, not tests of faith.” 

• The standard Protestant canon is accepted.



CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

Divisions and Trends
• United Church of Christ is staunchly 

liberal (1.5 million).
• The National Association of 

Congregational Christian Churches is 
a mainline body (110,000).

• The Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference is evangelical 
(38,000).

National Assoc. of 
Congregational 

Christian Churches

Conservative 
Congregational 

Christian Conference
Menu



BAPTIST CHURCHES

Founded
• 1612: John Smythe and other 

English Puritans form the first 
Baptist church.

• 1639: The first Baptist church 
in America is established in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

First Baptist Church in America 
(Providence, Rhode Island)
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Key Term

PURITANS
• English Protestants who embraced Reformed 

(Calvinist) theology and wanted to purify the 
Church of England from supposed 
corruption, especially ornate church décor 
and priestly garments. 



BAPTIST CHURCHES

Adherents
• 100 million worldwide
• 33 million USA



BAPTIST CHURCHES

Scripture
• Scripture is inspired and 

without error, the sole, final, 
totally trustworthy rule of faith. 

• The standard Protestant canon 
is accepted. 

• Mainline churches vary in the 
extent to which they continue 
to view Scripture as without 
error. 



BAPTIST CHURCHES

Major Divisions and Trends
• Southern Baptist, a conservative body, 

are the largest Protestant denomination 
in the USA (15 million). 

• Mainline churches:
• American Baptists (1.5 million)
• National Baptists (5–8 million) 

Southern Baptist 
Convention
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Founded
• 1801: Barton Stone holds his 

Cane Ridge Revival in Kentucky. 
• 1832: Stone’s Christians unite 

with Thomas and Alexander 
Campbell’s Disciples of Christ.

• They have different beliefs in 
some areas.

Barton 
Stone

Alexander 
Campbell



CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Adherents
• 5–6 million worldwide
• 3.5 million USA



CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Scripture
• “Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the 

Scriptures are silent, we are silent.” 
• Churches of Christ view Scripture as the inerrant 

word of God. 
• Disciples of Christ generally view Scripture as 

witness to Christ but fallible. 
• The standard Protestant canon is accepted.



CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Sacraments
• Baptism is immersion of 

believers only, as the initial act of 
obedience to the gospel. 

• Many Churches of Christ 
recognize baptism in their own 
churches only as valid. 

• The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic 
memorial.



CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Other Beliefs and Practices
• Many but not all Churches of Christ forbid the use 

of instrumental music in worship. 
• International Churches of Christ teaches that its 

members alone are saved and is widely reported 
to strongly influence its members.



CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Divisions and Trends
• Churches of Christ are conservative, some militantly 

and others not (about 2 million). 
• Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is the mainline 

church body (about 1 million).

Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
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ADVENTIST CHURCHES

Founded
• 1844: William Miller’s 

prediction that Christ’s “advent” 
(return) would occur in 1844 
failed. 

• It was later interpreted as a 
heavenly event, not as an actual 
return. 

William Miller



ADVENTIST CHURCHES

Founded
• 1863: Seventh-day Adventist 

Church is organized by James 
and Ellen G. White and 
Joseph Bates. 

James and Ellen G. White
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ADVENTIST CHURCHES

Adherents
• 17–18 million worldwide
• 1 million USA



ADVENTIST CHURCHES

Other Beliefs and Practices
• Rest and worship on Saturday 

is an essential element of that 
obedience. 

• When the Judgment work is 
done, Christ will return.



ADVENTIST CHURCHES

Divisions and Trends
• Seventh-day Adventist Church is by 

far the largest body: 17.5 million 
worldwide; 1 million USA. 

• Most of the smaller offshoots 
reject the Trinity and other historic 
Christian doctrines.
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PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Founded
• 1901: Charles Fox Parham’s 

Kansas Bethel Bible College 
students speak in tongues. 

Charles Fox Parham



PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Founded
• 1906: The Azusa Street 

revival—led by William J. 
Seymour in Los Angeles—
launches the Pentecostal 
movement. 

• 1914: Assemblies of God 
organize. 

Azusa Street Mission

William J. 
Seymour



Methodists

1901 Pentecostals
1886: Church of God (TN)
1907: Pentecostal Assemblies
1914: Assemblies of God
1927: Foursquare Gospel
Charismatic:
1965: Calvary Chapel
1983: Vineyard Ministries

1901: Bible students in 
Kansas speak in tongues

1906: Azusa Street 
Revival begins with 
William Seymour



PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Adherents
• 250–500 million worldwide 

(estimates vary)
• 13 million USA

PentecostalPentecostal



PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Scripture
• Scripture is inspired and without 

error, the final, totally 
trustworthy rule of faith. 

• The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted. 



PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Other Beliefs and Practices
• Pentecostals in the strict sense view speaking in 

tongues as the initial evidence of baptism in the 
Holy Spirit (a second work of grace akin to entire 
sanctification in Methodism). 

• Charismatics accept tongues but don’t view it as 
the only initial evidence of baptism in the Holy 
Spirit.



PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Divisions and Trends
• Largest church bodies: 
• Assemblies of God (2.5 million USA, 

historically white)
• Church of God in Christ (3 million USA, 

historically black) 

• “Oneness” churches reject the 
Trinity.
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OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Calvary Chapel
• Roughly 500,000 mostly in the 

USA.
• Started by Chuck Smith in 

California as an independent 
charismatic church oriented to 
youth. 

• Staunchly evangelical. 



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Christian and Missionary 
Alliance
• 430,000 in the USA 
• 6 million worldwide
• Founded by A. B. Simpson, a 

faith-healing evangelist of the 
late 19th-century.

• Evangelical denomination in the 
Holiness tradition, emphasizing 
personal piety and evangelism. 



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Salvation Army
• 450,000 in the USA
• A Holiness church founded in 

1878 by William and 
Catherine Booth.

• William was a former 
Methodist preacher. 

• Best known for its ministries 
to the poor. 

Catherine Booth



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Church of the Nazarene
• 650,000 in the USA
• 2.2 million worldwide
• A Holiness church body 

founded in Texas in 1908.



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Church of God (Cleveland, 
Tennessee)
• 1 million in the USA
• 7 million members worldwide and 

growing rapidly
• Largest of the Pentecostal “Church 

of God” bodies. 



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Evangelical Covenant 
Church/Evangelical Free Church of 
America
• Two evangelical denominations in the 

USA with origins in the Free-Church 
tradition of Scandinavia, which broke 
from the national Lutheran church 
bodies. 

• ECC: 100,000 USA
• EFCA: 350,000 USA 

Evangelical Covenant 
Church



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel
• Over 350,000 in the USA
• 4–8 million worldwide
• A Pentecostal church body founded 

by Aimee Semple McPherson, one 
of America’s most well-known 
women evangelists. 

• Emphasizes physical as well as 
spiritual healing. 

Aimee Semple 
McPherson



OTHER CHURCH BODIES

Vineyard Ministries International
• Perhaps 190,000 in the USA
• 1,500 churches worldwide
• Charismatic church body that started in 1974 with a 

single church in Southern California. 
• In 1982, a Calvary Chapel—headed by John Wimber 

whose ministry focused on praying for signs and 
wonders—became a Vineyard, after which Vineyard 
Ministries International (1983) began growing 
rapidly throughout the world. 
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